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By Mandy Clarke, Editor

John Punchis an
impressive man. Besides
being a much-loved
husband, father of two
and grandfather, heis
also a highly respected
Gold Coast solicitor
many would consider
one of the Management
Rights industry’s
founding fathers.

Johin has dedicated much of
hiz life to Gold Coast toursm
and i a2 welHkmown figurs to
mizny of us here in Queensiand.

In parson, John is friendly, quistly
sporkan and, in his ownwornds,
very talkative. He still lives on
the Gokd Coast acreape he
purchased with his wife. Renes,
back in the fs and works in
the same Surfers Pradise
office he and his partners

built more than 30 years ago
nivw. His daily routine boasts
an envizble combination of
predictability and bastha.

*| tried to enjoy working from
home during this pandemic,”
he adrmits, "but | prefer to go to
work at the mam office. When

I am home, | like to be able

tir rekax and enjoy spending
weskends in our garden
rmizintaining the wonderful naszis
we have created for our family”

John and Renes love to travel. In
the earty days of their marmiage,
they took a three-month
sabbatical and traveled around
Eumape The trip cemented a
deap appreciation for toursm
and they have since baan to
Asia, USA and LIE bt ltaly
retains the top epot in a3 their
special place. John says: "Thera
i= mothing e trawal to opan
your mind, wa have gained 5o
much from our experisnces n
different countries and cultures.”

Thiay hawe two grown children:
daughter. Simone who is an
audiclogist based in Sydney
and =on, Daniel who warks

as @ property developer in
Melbourne. Six-year-old
pranddaughter Amalia brings
them maore joy and life lessons
as they eaperly await the
arrival of another grand-baby.

Im hi= downtime, lohn is a reader
of crime fiction and thrilers: his
fawvourite authors are Australian
crime writer Chris Hammer and
the lepandary British thrifler
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writer, fohn fe Camé. A big fan
of a good British crime drama,
John also enjoys classical
muesic bt admits he has 2
penchant for “a bit of rock” Rod
Stewart and Sting thrown into
the mix. Which atyle of music
makes its way into the office?
Surely, 8 grand mix of both.

John tells me about his
adwenturous. British ex-pat
parents. They were buildems
whio moved around Acstralia
with him and hi= saven siblings!
With them, he shares a deep
admiration for hizs mother He
says she taught him to “akways
be optiméstic and to be as
helpful b everyone as he can
be”. This i something he tries
to live by and instil in his family.

Bawn in 3 picture perfect guaint
Englishivillage, John was raized
in Melbaurne and moved to
the Gold Coast i 1961, This
WaES an exciting era in which to
amive in the raw South Coast
towen that was cnly recently
namad Gold Coast City, after a
post-war period of rapid growth
in both population and tourist
activity. The fast-deveioping
re=orts in those early days

| offered real estate, towrizm and

entreprensurial opportunities
that lohn and his peers, wars
eagar to seire up. This earty
rush to buitd something special
in tha then-burgeoning Gold
Ciast City, basilt Managameant
Rights &5 we know it today.

Proud of hiz input to the
development of such a umigue,
powarful mdustry John humbly
describes the creation of
Managements Rights as "bormn
out of necessity”. He was there
at the beginning and remembes
when the Gold Coast was
going throwgh its “high rise
phaze’, when developers and
apartment owners recognised
the need for some sort of
regulated management

of short-term ketiings.

Around this time, the pioneering
and passionate, Beutenant-
colone] David Alken arrived in
Surfers Paradise and a radical
new concept - Manapemeant
Hights - was concened. Dave
Alien Real Estate at Chevron
Izland became a specialist
apency for Manapement
Hight= and hiz passion for the
industry saw him sene on
the REIG at local and state
lenvel. He eadly died in 2013

bt his legacy is woven inbo
the fabric of this vital secton

Working alongside David

Allen and others, John had a
strong hand in deveioping the
Management RAights legrslation.
He say=: "It took six years of
hard work and many mestings
with the state and federal
gowernments to finally get

the 97-legislation sorted. But,
the work didn't stop thare.

“Our Manapemant Right=s
Eegialation has constanthy
been under attack from those
whio seek to destroy it and we
continee the fight to ensure it
reamiaines strong for owners and
managers and the needs of
financiers are also protected.”

Frowm its inception, the
Management Rights industry
has weathered many storme.
Howevar, it is bacausa of tha
strong legal foundation upon
which it iz banlt that it is able to
come back stronger me and
time again. This is an industry
that supports ‘mum and dad”
operations up and down the
state and has 2 unique Aussie
histony worth protecting.

John studied law at Univarsity of
Queenaland and has practiced
as azoicitor since 19609, Most of
you will know Rim ae a founding
partner of Gobd Coast law firm,
Shost Punch and Greatoriz. Az a
founding director of Gold Coast
Tourkzm Ltd, now operating

as Destination Gold Coast,

John sapved &5 a member of

fts board since its formation

in 1575 and = currently the
honorary secretary. In 1997 he
wias honoured to be awarded
the OAM (Order of Australia
Medal} for contributions to
tourssm, commerce, and charity,

Like a proud father, John
describes this resilient industny:
“Management Rights has
weathered many legal attacks
and & few recessions, but it
has always bounced back,

and | am confident it will alzo
waather Covid-19. The signs

of recovery are niow apparent.
Those of us who are passionate
about this industry have ahaays
worked as a team, alongside
ARAMA we abways share the
kmad and support each other”

“One thing s for sure” he
jeste: "This industry abways
kesps us on our toest |l
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